THE BRITISH EMPIRE
of Acts amending her constitution. These traversed
the terms of the Anglo-Irish Agreement of 1921,
which had been embodied in a United King-
dom Statute previously unrepealable by the Free
State. The climax was the new Irish constitu-
tion of 1937, under which the Irish Free State
vanished and there appeared in it$ stead Eire
(the Gaelic name of Ireland), at present confined
as a political unit to twenty-six of the thirty-two
counties of the island. (The six counties of the
north-east, commonly referred to as 'Ulster', are
part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, but have a separate Parliament
and Government of their own for certain local pur-
poses, as well as sending representatives to West-
minster.) The new Irish constitution contained no
mention of the Crown. The office of Governor-
General was abolished altogether, most of his former
functions as acting Head of the State being assigned
to an elected President. The constitution, however,
was on the British pattern and set up a republic
neither in form nor in name. The extreme republi-
cans leagued in the so-called Irish Republican Army
are as much the enemy of the Irish as of the British
Government. The Crown was retained, under a
subsidiary Act, as an 'instrument' for action in
external affairs (subject always to the advice of Irish
Ministers), so long as this should remain convenient
and so long as Eire should remain associated with
the other members of the British Commonwealth
of Nations.
Nationality
The Statute of Westminster led to an increase
of the complications and anomalies that already
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